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The gang decided to give up some weekends and spare time to dive into
dusty bins of old papers, numerous boxes of jumbled slides, sleaves and
sleaves of odd-sized negatives, and oodles and oodles of old Up Rope
mimeographs and photocopies to bring some of the Washington DC climbing
history to life. While we began with the copious volumes from John
Christian’s Library, we soon started wheedling our way into other
libraries of DC locals such Arnold Wexler. The JCRC will grow, bringing
together photos, stories, publications, and paraphernalia to provide a
fresh perspective on the life and times of DC area climbers.
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What to Expect from
the JCRC?

* Resource focused on Washington DC
area climbers’ accomplishments

* History based on personal
photographs and writings

* Searchable and downloadable Up
Ropes

* Commentary on special topics from
history — our “Did You Know”
newsletter

* Biographies of key individuals




Resources We Have

* Photographs
Spanning more than 70 years from John
Christian, Arnold Wexler, Sallie Greenwood,
and others

* UpRopes
Nearly a decade of newly transcribed Up
Rope newsletters (thank you, transcribers!!!)

 PATC Bulletins, AAJ, CAJ, etc
Decades of other published resources

* Written notes and oral histories
From John Christian, Arnold Wexler, John
Gregory, Mike Nicholson, others




Current State — “Beta Launch”

Purpose Content
The site has the basic look and feelof ° Seneqa BOCkS
the final site. We’re looking for Descriptions of 3 FAs
several people to poke around the site « Carderock
and tell us what works and what History and Photographs
doesn’t work. e Did You Know

Our 8 initial “Did You Know?”

newsletters

* Up Ropes

5 of the transcribed issues

* Biographies
John Christian and Andy Kauffman



Public Launch

Timeline

¢ 10+ Biographies

e East Coast: Seneca, Carderock, Great Falls
e The West: Devil’s Tower, Grand Teton

¢ International: Mount Arras, Gasherbrum |

Beta Launch
e 30+ Up Ropes

Spring 2025

¢
Soft Launch More content
e Many more Up Ropes * More Up Ropes
e More FAs ¢ Additional Photo resources

* More Biographies * New sections, e.g., photo collections
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Horrendous Traverse

At Seneca Rocks, West Virginia, a traverse was made from the notch between the Cockscomb and the
South Peak around and on to the West Face to the Old Man's Route during the Lacor Day weekend,
1954, by Earl Reed, Huntley Ingalls, Bob Hinshaw and John Christian. Most of the traverse from the
notch to the corner required tension. Nine pitons were used, none of which were removed except for
the most critical one which was pulled out by hand. Earl's venture out on the face was marked by a
difficult time accommodating his body to a narrow wedge-shaped chimney. Huntley coined some new
names for the nylon cord slings used on the first portion of the traverse. On the second day, Bob
reached the corner and traversed about 15 feet on the west face along a ledge. The following day,
John led out to the corner, belayed Bob over, and then traversed about 50 feet on an ever narrowing to
the wide ledges on the Old Man's Route. Six pitons were used on this last pitch.

Up Rope, Vol. 11, No. 10 February 27, 1955

CLIMB WALL
Horrendous Traverse Face of a Thousand Pitons

FIRST CLIMBERS
John Christian and Bob Hinshaw (FA). Earl Reed and Huntley Ingalls (SA)

Brian Florence and Tony Sanders September 15, 2024

DC area climbers were very accustomed to traverses — many outings at Carderock were spent seeing how well climbers
could manage getting from the Garbage Chute 400 feet downstream to where the cliffs met the ground again. Not many 400
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John Christian leading

from Triple S (future
FA 1960) across
Agony (future FA
1965) all the way to
Cottonmouth (future

FFA 1969).

The First Ascent

John Leaving Agony

looking to traverse to
Marshall's Madness
(future FA 1955).

John Christian at the

end of Pl belaying
Bob Hinshaw. Notice
the manila rope
and lack of

harness, but also
the nylon cord sling
hanging from his

walist.

Bob Hinshaw following
John across the Face of

a Thousand Pitons.

John belaying Bob as
he is crossing from
Marshall's Madness to
the belay ledge on

Cottonmouth.



Volunteers?

Review the web site!
\X/eb \X/ork
More Up Rope Transcriptions

\W¥riting (bios, stories, etc)

Research




The JCRC
Coming soon!
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